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 Disciplinary Boundaries 
Key characteristics of academic disciplines 
 
-- 
 
According to Krishnan (2009) 6 basic characteristics define whether a subject is a distinct 
discipline: 
 
1. Objects: Disciplines have a particular object of research (e.g. Visual Communication, 
Law, Media, Societies, Politics, Literature etc. ) 
 
2. Knowledge:  Disciplines have an accumulation of special knowledge related to their 
object of study, that are unique to themselves 
 
3. Organization: Disciplines have theories and concepts which aid in organizing this 
special knowledge (e.g.  Psychoanalysis:  The Gaze, Oedipus Complex;  Engineering: 
Petroski's Theory of Interrelationship, Rogers’ Nature of Engineering;  Mathematics: 
Pythagoras’ Theorem, Approximation Theory;  Sociology:  Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs, Social Learning Theory) 
 
4. Jargon: Disciplines use special language in relation to their object of study (e.g. 
Affordance, Epistemology, Equation, Rule of Law etc.) 
 
5. Research: Disciplines have developed a range of preferred methods of research 
(e.g. Experiments, Textual Analysis, Autoethnography, Choreography etc.) 
 
6. Institutionality: Disciplines have institutional manifestation (e.g. Journal of Media 
Studies, Law Association of the Southern Caribbean, School of Physics Research 
etc.) 
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